244     MY TEAVELS IN THE EAST
They build images on the outer body
of a tample. While the devotees and the
priest were iu deep devotion, some dogs, which
had been loitering in the yard for a long
time, came and dashed against the priest and
some devotees. I was surprised when I
found them sitting in devotion inspite of
touch of the dogs. In most of the hands of
the devotees I found pieces of long palm leaves
containing the Pttja-mantras. These are Sanskrit
mantras written in their own characters. The
priest made the water sacred before commencing
puja by chanting the mantra which includes
the names of the seven sacred rivers of India.
When the puja was over, the priest came
with flowers and a pot full of sacred water
and blessed everyone. When it was over,
the devotees rushed towards the priest with little
glasses in hands to take a little quantity
of charanamrita. At the end the priest
distributed plates full of nailedya amongst
the devotees. So tong I was thinking about
the caste of the priest who had no sacred
thread. Hence when most of the devotees
left the temple, I approached the priest and
asked him as to what caste he belonged to.
He replied me most unhesitatingly that he